destroying that which is killing life? For the individual to come 
forward and take responsibility for an ELF action, this would 
require a sound faith in the legal structure. The ELF under- 
stands that this legal structure is part of the same system of 
government and now westernized world domination that is 
causing the death of all life. It can never be trusted an ulti- 
mately needs to be abolished. 
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r o ELF actions alienate 
other groups and 
individuals within the 
environmental movement? 

The members of the ELF have never stated that the tactics of 
their group will on their own achieve full change. Of course 
there needs to be public education. The ELF considers itself 
one part of a global movement which uses a variety of tactics 
to stop the destruction of life. The ELF actions on their own 
do not alienate the environmental movement. 

The problem arises when other above ground organizations 
who claim to be for the same cause have come out publicly 
against the actions. Regardless of their motives, these groups 
have whether they meant to or not, created a rift in the move- 
ment A split in a social and political movement classically sig- 
nifies a weak point which has been historically and can contin- 
ue to be exploited by authorities and entities who are interest- 
ed in the movements demise. 

Grassroots and mainstream organizations who have come out 
publicly against the actions of the ELF do so either due to eco- 
nomic reasons (they rely on donations from the public, mem- 
bers or grants from charities or governmental or non-govern- 
mental organizations) and/or they have a firm belief and an 



ly mentioned the group does not have any sort of hierarchy or 
physical leadership but instead revolves around an ideology. 
This ideology is the key to the group's existence, purpose, and 
longevity. So what is it? 

The ELF realizes that the destruction of life is not a mere ran- 
dom occurrence but a deliberate act of violence performed by 
those entities concerned with nothing more than pursuing 
extreme economic gain at any cost. With this realization in 
mind, the ELF maintains that it is only logical to work to 
remove the profit motive from killing the earth and all life on it. 

Anyone seeking to create actual positive social and political 
change must reflect on past attempts throughout history to 
learn what worked, what didn't, and what can be taken to aid 
in the current pursuit. A refusal to make this reflection is also 
a refusal to make an honest life commitment to the cause of 
justice and protection of life on this planet. 

The ELF recognizes that the popular environmental movement 
has failed miserably in its attempts to bring about the protec- 
tion needed to stop the killing of life on this planet. State 
sanctioned means of social change rarely on their own have 
and will have any real effect in obtaining the desired results. 
This is due to the obvious fact that the legal means of protest 
in solving grievances do little more than reinforce the same 
system which is a root of the problem. The state system is not 
going to allow any real change within it unless the state struc- 
ture (government), big business, and finally the mainstream 
consumer society feels that change is really necessary. Yet it 
is this same state structure, big business, and consumer soci- 
ety that is directly responsible for the destruction of life on the 
planet for the sake of profit. When these entities have repeat- 
edly demonstrated their prioritizing of monetary gain ahead of 
life, it is absolute foolishness to continue to ask them nicely for 
reform or revolution. Matters must be taken into the hands of 
the people who need to more and more step outside of this 
societal law to enforce natural law. 



One definition of natural law refers to our dependence on the 
substances in the natural environment which enable all life to 
exist, primarily clean air, clean water, and clean soil Clean air 
is needed for life to breathe, clean water is needed for life to 
drink, and clean soil is needed to grow food for life to eat. 

Particularly with the advent of the industrial revolution the 
western.zed way of life has been in complete violation of nat- 
ural law. There is a major difference between taking actions 
for the immediate sustenance of you, your family and your 
close knit community and actions taken to stockpile wealth 
and to demonstrate power and domination over, and often 
times at, the expense of others. Yes, everyone should have 
access to basic necessities of living, a suitable shelter (not 
only for you but for the natural environment), access to healthv 
food (not only for you but for the natural environment consist- 
ing of organ.cally and locally grown items using sustainable 
permaculture practices free of genetic engineering), access to 
proper healthcare, etc. But there is no excuse for, out of pure 
greed and selfishness, desiring more than you need to live a 
free and happy life. The majority of stockpiling, greed and 
monetary wealth comes at the expense of others whether 
humans, non-human animals or the natural environment. 

The ELF ideology considers the various social and political 
problems facing the world today to be mere symptoms caused 
by a larger overall problem. Thus, in a sense, to work individ- 
ually on separate justice issues is to attempt to toss water out 
of a sinking ship with a teaspoon, (if you are serious about 
stopping the ship from sinking it would only be wise to find the 
hole and plug it!.) The only way to stop the symptoms of the 
problem is to identify the main root cause and directly work to 
abolish it. 

The ELF ideology maintains that it is the very social and politi- 
cal ideology in operation throughout the westernized countries 
that is creating the various injustices on this planet and ulti- 



proven to be misguided. If an individual had a working con- 
science ,n the first place would they actually engage in activi- 
ties with threaten and destroy various forms of life on this 
planet? This is not a demonstration of a working conscience 
and therefore all the attempts in the world to appeal to the 
oppressor's conscience will not work. There needs to be 
something more. 

The ELF recognizes this flaw in conventional nonviolence the- 
ory and also realizes that remaining safely inside state sanc- 
t.oned societal law while attempting to create social and politi- 

tion ofThf ? eVer , Work - Laws *re set up as a mere reflec- 
tion of the morals and norms of the majority of mainstream 
society. Unfortunately as a result of massive conditioning and 

the Kf2T ? f ire ' ,he mainstream Public (especially in 
the United States) is living a life of extreme over-consumption 
ruthlessly attacking the qualities of life we all need to survive 
clean air, clean water, and clean soil. 

At this point in time there exists the immediate need for indi- 

ZTJ° S 6P °V£* °* S ° Cietal laW and work <° directly stop 
the destruction of life. By any means necessary The ELF 
recognizes that the destruction of the planet is caused by the 
quest for profit and therefore the only appropriate response at 
£s stage is to completely remove the profit motive from killing 

S J2 •?• ^ !l nJUS . emily iS SeVSrely attacked financia "y they 
will see ,t ,s In their best interests to stop the unjust acts. 

toZX*X£T* °'. the ° 0Urt SyS ' emS ' P artlcu| arly in the U.S., 
there s little if any chance of a just trial. If an ELF member is 

caught and prosecuted they stand the chance of spend! a 

ridiculous amount of time in prison because of newer and 

co e mmeTe S "" ^ ^^ and 9 0vern ™"< »° Protect 

The decision to not take public responsibility for each action is 
pure y a strategic one. Why would anyone wan. to be caugh 
and unjustly locked up when they could be free to continue 



the end due in part to the protests but more to the reality that 
the U.S. lost the war, the U.S. troops began withdrawing from 
Vietnam. 

The above examples represent just a mere fraction of the his- 
torical instances when economic sabotage has been effective- 
ly employed. The tactic has a rich and plentiful history in 
movements around the globe and makes sense from a purely 
logical standpoint. If an item or piece of property is threaten- 
ing life for the sake of profit, shouldn't it be destroyed? 



IDs 



. _ hy don't ELF members 
come forward and publicly 
take responsibility for 
their actions? 

Frequently, when this question is asked there is usually some 
reference made to the ELF members showing coward.ce by 
not publicly taking responsibility for actions. This is complete 
nonsense The ELF is made up of brave, utterly courageous 
individuals who are risking their freedom to protect all life on 
earth ELF members make a conscience decision to go 
underground and remain underground to create the highest 
level of effectiveness. The idea is not for the members to be 
rotting away in prisons but rather to be free each and every 
day to continue their heroic actions. 

One school of thought under the broad scope of nonviolence 
- , I uai must alloy* ar* 

n his 01 nei own ways am U$ 
---,; ;iis aocotdihQcodi ineory, will create lasting 
cnange. This' belief places an .-xtraordinary amount of forth in 
the human conscience which at this time has more than 



mately the destruction of life. That ideology is capitalism and 
the mindset that allows it to exist. Capitalism and (what we 
have referred to in the states for years) the American Dream 
have long symbolized a form of economic opportunity and 
freedom. The idea that no matter who you were, if you 
worked hard all your life, you too could have the perfect hus- 
band or wife, the 2.3 kids, new BMW, the beach house on 
Maui and penthouse in New York City and loads of cash to 
play with. 

What wasn't and still isn't told to the millions seeking the 
American Dream is that dream comes at a price, always has 
and always will. That price consists of everything from taking 
advantage of slave labor, dumping toxic waste into our water- 
ways, murdering those who take a stand for justice, destroying 
cultures, destroying environments and exploiting and oppress- 
ing anyone or anything that poses to be a threat, nuisance, or 
a bump along the path to riches. 

What also isn't revealed to the seekers of power and wealth is 
that those material possessions represented in the American 
Dream cannot buy you happiness. The quest for monetary 
gain has left millions of people suffering from depression and 
other illnesses, has been responsible for countless suicides 
and murders, for the demise of the community and family 
structure leading to and/or at least being partially responsible 
for such atrocities as the numerous school shootings. True 
wealth and real happiness come from good health, a strong 
community, of knowing the history of your people and your 
place in the world, and of living a life of realism, having a 
sense of what it means to be alive and living a life that is not 
irreversibly harmful to other life forms or the natural environ- 
ment. 
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anyone or anything you can to make a profit. Sound absurd? 
Ask the vast amounts of rainforests and old growth natural 



areas who destroyed them? Ask the sun why it's path to the 
earth is far less obstructed due to the depletion of the ozone 

layer? Why did this depletion take place? Ask the citizens of 
Burbank, California how they enjoy the chromium in their 
drinking water? Why and how did it get there? Ask the fami- 
lies of the murdered individuals why when they took a stand 
against corporations like Shell and Chevron they were killed' 
Ask the many Native American tribes who it was that mur- 
dered their families and virtually destroyed their cultures'? Ask 
the relatives of black slaves why slavery was legal years ago' 
Ask an Iraqi civilian why the U.S. government continues to 
bomb the country killing innocent people? Ask the executives 
of the General Motors Corporation, Ford, and the others whv 
the Gulf War was fought? Ask the executives of General 
Electric who it is that has profited massively from virtually 
every war that has been fought around the world? This is real 
violence. This is real injustice. This needs to be stopped bv 
any means necessary. 

The ELF realizes the profit motive, caused and reinforced by 
the capitalist society, is destroying all life on this planet The 
only way, at this point in time, to stop that continued destruc- 
tion of life is to by any means necessary take the profit motive 
out of killing. 

Using real direct action in the form of economic sabotage the 
ELF is targeting what the greedy entities care about their' 
pocketbooks. By inflicting as much economic damage as pos- 
sible, the ELF can allow a given entity to decide it is in their 
best economic interests to stop destroying life for the sake of 
profit. 

Capitalism as a target is not easily identifiable due to it beinq 
an ideology rather than a physical object. But forms and sym- 
bols of capitalism can be targeted successfully to greatly influ- 
ence the impact the capitalist state has on life. These sym- 
bols and forms can take the shape of individuals, businesses 
governmental and non-governmental organizations and items 



sector brought the eventual Independence of India. 

Most schooling systems also do not teach and educate stu- 
dents about the Luddites. Perhaps one of the earliest, if not 
the first, groups to target the Industrial Revolution and its 
effects was a group calling itself the Luddites. From 1811- 
1816, the Luddites caused extreme economic damage to the 

uZ ZMh US,rV ' n En9 J and Angry at ,he threat t0 lif e and cul. 
nl l I ! new machlnes of tne industrialized revolution 

525 .f dd J tSS f0U9W b3Ck Usina «*** very s°m al 
hose performed by the ELF today. Some factories were 
forced to shut down and others agreed to stop running the 
.ndus.nal.zed machines due to the Luddi.e ac'vi.y and threat. 

In the abolitionist movement in the United States there are 
numerous accounts of slaves sabotaging their "masters" pr0D 
erty and engaging in various tactics to disrupt the flow of com 
meroe in the slave system. Slave revolts were fa, yTare Z 
even one would create a Chilling threat that actualized 
some slave owners to give up the practice. 

The suffragette movement particularly in England used sabo- 
tage in addition to other tactics to successful gain rfgh.s for 
women. One example occurred in February 1913 when 
Emmehne Pankhurst, the founder of England's suffragette 
movement, bombed the Chancellor of the Exchequer David 

tSr 9 ?" 1 !: SUrrSy - Pankhursl acce P» ed responsibil- 
ity for the event and described it as "guerrilla warfare." 

tJzP^I S r eS ' m ° St 6Ve,y0ne has heard of ' h e Boston 
Tea Party which consisted of bands of men boarding English 

ships ,n Boston Harbor among others and dumping BriKtea 
into the water. Seldom is this referred to as economfc sabo 
tage but that is indeed an accurate description of it 

In the protests in the U.S. against the Vietnam War economic 
sabotage was once again used in addition to other acfe ,o 
Place a great amount of pressure on the U.S. Government In 
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